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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To maintain a high resolution and to prevent 
a pseudo contour by selecting a quantized output for the 
edge part of an image by an error diffusion method, and 
selecting a quantized output after adding a dither 
signal to original data by the error diffusion method 
for a non-edge part. 

CONSTITUTION: Image data from an input sensor 10 is 
subjected to an A/D converter 11 and a correcting 
circuit 12, and supplied to an edge detecting circuit 13 
and an adder 15. The image of an edge part is supplied 
to an error diffusion circuit 16 from the adder 15, and 
quantized by error diffusing method, thereafter, 
supplied to a multi-level printer 17. Also, if the 
non-edge part of an image is detected in the circuit 13, 
a dither signal from an adding data setter 14 is added 
to image data from a the correcting circuit 12, then 
quantized by the error diffusion circuit 16, and 
supplied to the multi-level printer 17. 
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